AUTHOR'S PREFACE

THIS book, though certainly no conclusive ' Life,' aims
at being a study of a personality, and, at the same
time, a contribution towards that definitive History of
the English Stage which is yet unwritten, In the case of an
art that can bequeath no assurance of itself save the recorded
impression created on contemporary observers, sifting and
collating, of descriptive notes and criticisms are peculiarly
needed. From a mass of data, accumulated during three
yearn' search, I have attempted to construct an image,
approximately true, of the foremost example of genius in
woman this country has produced, one who, in words Irving
used concerning her, "helped to make the name of England
illustrious throughout the world." I have tried to disentangle
from her kinsfolk and fellow-artists the individual self of
Sarah Sidtlons, and to summarise, as authentically as, at this
distance of time, is possible, her style, ideals, and methods,

The sense of a woman-artist's duality, both as to life-work
and character, must be present with her biographer, but, far
more particularly if she was an actress, a conviction emerges
of the decided extent to which the artist self impinged on the
woman self, Whoever writes a great actress's memoir traces
a twofold story, full of curious psychologic correlation.

The wonder is that half a do/.un adequate biographies of
Mrs. Siddons do not exist. Midway in her career, John
Taylor, sometime an oculist, afterwards author of Monsieur
Tonson and proprietor of The, Sun, proposed to her to write
a narrative, to date, but she discouraged the idea, apparently